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September 21, 1945 
Number 70 

Dear Fellows: 

Last year about this time we wrote to you and told you about the 
aroma of sauer kraut and hot dogs that was drifting in the windows from 
the Allentown Pair. Another Fair season has rolled, around and many of 
you fellows who we re widely scattered last year are home again. By 
next September we hope all*of you will be back resuming your peace-time 
activities once again. It has been grand to see so many of you come 
back and to know, through the mails, that others have laid their uni¬ 
forms aside. 

We're sorry to have to tell you that another of the boys won't be 
back. Warren Nafis just dropped in to tell us that his friend and ours, 
LIEUTENANT (Jg) PAUL L. CANDALINO '43 now is listed as killed in action— 
the 24th Muhlenberg man to sacrifice his life for the peace and freedom 
America coveted for the world. Warren was up in Wilkes-Barre on Wednes¬ 
day when Paul's wife received word that he was definitely lost when the 
USS Indianapolis was destroyed in the Pacific. The young Naval officer 
was life president of his class--a class that has lost five of its mem¬ 
bers in this war. 

We're also sorry to give you the news that Bill Fink, Muhlenberg's 
bursar, died on Monday night, the result of another heart attack. 

Funeral services were held in the College Chapel on Thursday and his 
comrades of World War I accorded military honors at his burial in Green¬ 
wood cemetery. Bill had spent only a few days at College since he 
suffered his first heart attack last October. Recently he appeared to 
be well on the way to recovery and was anticipating coming back within 
the next few months. 

Since we v/rote to you last v/e had another graduation at which we 
awarded special certificates to 61 men of the Navy Academic Refresher 
Unit who completed their work on the campus and v/ho now have been sent, 
on temporary assignment, to the Navy Air Station at Brooklyn. Lieuten¬ 
ant Sam Miller *27, recently returned from service with an Air Group 
aboard some of the largest carriers in the Pacific, was the graduation 
speaker. In addition to the 61 men who completed their work, more than 
100 others elected to return to general duty and its promise of earlier 
discharge.rather than remain in the Navy for the three or four more 
years that have been required had they decided to continue their train¬ 
ing as pilots. That gives us a unit of slightly more than 100 men. We 
don't know just what the future holds for the program on the campus, 
but we believe the boys will be with us for a little while longer and 
that their number may be increased. Meanwhile, v/e 're getting ready for 
a return to a full civilian program and it will be the best Muhlenberg 
ever had. Judging from all the visitors Haps has had in recent weeks, 
there'll bo plenty of returning GI's among the boys in the early class- 
es--you fellows and some of the friends you have sent here. Wo appreci¬ 
ate v/hat you have been doing for Muhlenberg. 

Well, by the time you get this letter the first football game will 
bo in the books. We play Swarthmore at Swarthmore on Saturday after¬ 
noon and the next week v/c tangle v/ith Penn State at Penn State. Our 
boys are out their plugging, but we'll tip you off in advance, that- ex¬ 
cept for a very small minority they arc green. Soccer is in the picture 
again this year with a six-game schedule. September 22, Swarthmore at 
Swarthmore; September 26, Lehigh in Allentown; September 29, Princeton 
at Princeton; October 6, East Stroudsburg in Allentown; October 13, 

Penn State in Allentown; October 20, United States Naval Academy at 
Annapolis. 

TO ITS FIGHTING MEN AROUND THE WORLD 
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Nothing else oxciting is happening on the campus but we arc getting 
ready for the opening of the next new term on November 1. We expect 
another good freshman class at that time and hope somo of you follows 
may bo in it. 

This has been a week for visitors. We've seen LT. CHUCK GARRETT- 
SON '37 several times since he came back after 13 months on Guam and 
we've heard his thrilling story about the invasion of the island, the 
fighting that ultimately secured it, and its rebuilding. Chuck was 
officer-in-charge of the first communication center to be set up after 
our forces landed and later was communications officer at the great 
Navy Air Base on the island. Communications, just for a little idea, 
included some 1,200 telephones and the number was still growing when 
he left. 

Just this morning RAY KAUFFMAN '48 dropped in during a brief 
leave from the England General Hospital in Atlantic City. He was 

wounded while fighting with an infantry unit near Saarbrucken on Febru¬ 

ary 22 and then was captured by the Germans and cared for in a German 
hospital. Within the next few days he expects to undergo another 
operation to remove artillery shell fragments that are mighty close to 
some nerve centers. Ho was liberated by the French on April 21 and 
came back to this country in May. 

LT. PERN ANTHONY '44 and LT. LLOYD GROWER '45, both of the Army 
Air Force, have been in several times during the past few days. Pern 
had 13 months of service as an ATC pilot flying a C-47 from Oran into 
Italy, France, and to various African bases. He came home on August 
21 and will be on leave until September 20. After that he hopes it 

won't take too long before he becomes a civilian again. Groner, who is 

in communications, was scheduled to go overseas sometime ago, but orders 
for his unit were suddenly changed. Now he's at Sheppard Field, Texas 
once again waiting for a new assignment. 

We finally managed to sec CAPT. ROBERT ALBEE '42 who camo homo 
after 30 months of duty on Guadalcanal, New Zealand, Now Britain, the 
Marshalls, the Carolines, Cape Gloucester, New Guinea, Polilieu, and 
the Hawaiian Islands. He has just about recovered from a fractured 
log, an injury he suffered on Ulithi on his way to Okinawa. That's a 
story he himself can toll you. 

There were four stars on PEC. DONALD MARTIN'S *44 European theatre 
ribbon when he came in the other day. They represent 21 months of ser¬ 
vice in France, Germany, and Austria with the 26th Special Service 
Company--a unit that helped keep up the morale of American troops right 
up in the front lines. In addition to his. service ribbons, ho woars 
the unit citation for meritorious service. We expect to soo a good deal 
oi Don because of a special attraction lie has in Allentown and also bo- 
cause of his plans to complete his work hero as soon as ho is given his 
discharge. 

LT. JOSEPH RE I CHARD '34, son of Dr. and Mrs. Harry H. Roichard., 
dropped in after he returned from 21 months of duty at the Central 
Pacific Branch of the Armed Forces Institute. He'll bo on duty for the 
present in this company at the API central offices in Madison, Wiscon- 
sin--his wife's home state. And talking about faculty sons, JOHN HENRY 
BROWN '44, Marino second lieutenant, recently left the West Coast for 
duty on Guam. BOB BENFER, Haps' son and the father of Haps' one and 
only grandson, recently returned from the United States Naval Hospital 
in. Philadelphia where he was operated on for a back injury suffered in 
the plane crash in 1942 that cut short his promising Naval career. 

Many of you follows have had your share of thrills during this war, 
but we suspect that ENSIGN EDDIE PHILLIPS *45, who has boon stationed 
in Oran, had one of the biggest. Recently ho flow to Italy, then made 
his way across Grooce to drop in on his grandparents and on a group of 
cousins, uncles, and aunts he never saw before. Enroute, he sat beside 
another Naval officer and discovered him to be LT. EDWARD ROBERTSON »^7, 
who all tho time had been stationed just three miles from Eddie's base, 
Among the other mail wo have just answered is a letter from DICK WAGNER 
'46, SM3/c, who was in for the celebration of Victory over Japan on the 
Hawaiian Islands--ending the wav where it began. CPL. GEORGE WOODLEY 
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•44 is locatod at the 311th General Hospital in Manila and would appre¬ 
ciate it very much if any Mules whoso ships dock at Manila will look 
him up'* ENSIGN FRED A. HEUER ’44 reports that he is back in Frisco for 
a little while for ship repairs but indicates that his point score is 
far below the number required for a discharge. While on duty in the 
Pacific, on a converted Liberty Ship that launched and built pontoons 
for invasion forces, his ship accounted for five Jap planes and saw 
plenty of action. And before wo really plunge into the accumulated 
mail,"wo better tell you about T/SGT CLAUDE (SHORTY) KERSHNER '45 who 
played third base on the Reno Army Air Field ball team that captured 
an eight state championship and in doing so won 27 league games and 
lost none, won 17 exhibition games and lost one, and won all eight 
tournament games. Ty Cobb awarded Shorty a gold baseball for being the 
best inficlder in the Western ATC Command. 

Wo'll skip around just a bit as wo go through this week's mail. 
First of all, there's a printed report from LT.COL. LEE ISRAEL '33 with 
some of the details of the Dachaxi horror camp. Loo was there just 
after American forces took it over, Nov/ he's in Mannheim, Germany, 
biding his time for the anticipated trip home. The Army reports that 
PVT. EDGAR D. STECKEL '34 was among the first Americans to enter Vienna 
as a member of General Clark's United States Forces in Austria. The 
unit is functioning as an Army of Occupation in the American Section of 
Austria. Stockcl entered service in July 1944 and has been overseas 
since last Soptomber. He is assigned to a Military Police company. LT. 
ERNEST MOYER '15, who has boon in the European theatre, reports that 
his next address will bo back homo at 116 N. 6th St., Pcrkasie. SGT. 
CARL F. RITTER *30, still in Paris, hasn't said a word about coming 
home, but we expect we'll bo seeing him too, before too long because if 
memory serves us correctly he has had at least two years overseas. 

MORTY SUER '36, who sent us a card from Germany, says it won't be long 
before ho too gets back to the States. CPL. ERNEST WALLANDHR '46 is 
stationed in General Rommel's old homo town and the natives, he says, 
arc 3till quite proud of the Desert Fox in spite of all that has happen¬ 
ed. 

SGT. DONALD HAU3MAN '36 is still taking advantage of the oppor¬ 
tunities with which the Army has surrounded him. He is taking a course 
in French at the Sorbonne. Don is mighty proud of the work of the anti¬ 
aircraft units and of the important part they had in winning the war. 
Incidentally, the course in French language and civilization he is 
taking at the Sorbonne is similar to that v/hich in years of peace was 
given for American Summer School students. LT. CLARK DIEFENDERFER '42 
is seeing a bit of Austria. He is stationed in Weis, dishing out 
clothes and equipment to the occupation forces. The big questions, he 
says, is "When do we go home?" CPL. COSMO "GUS" MINIFRI '42 is asking 
the same question, but when he wrote to us a week or two ago he was pro¬ 
ceeding for redeployment to the States and promising to drop in on us 
soon. CAPT. CLIFFORD DOERINGER '41, the Ninth Air Force reports, was a 
charter member of the 136th AAA Gun Battalion which helped blast the 
Luftwaffe to pieces before V-E Day. During the months since that great 
day the men of the 136th have been toiling and sweating in the hard 
work of flak disarmament. Doeringer is a dental officer. 

We got a real thrill the other day when we heard that CAPT. JOHN 
BLAIR '43 handled most of the details in preparation for the surrender 
of all the Jap forces on Negros Island and was to be in on the surrend¬ 
er itself. There'll be a story with all the details in a forthcoming 
issue of the Alumni Magazine, due about the middle of October. 

Nov/ that we're in the Pacific v/e can point with pride once again 
to another Muhlenberg man who won his fourth stripe from the Navy. It's 
CAPT. LUTHER F. GERHART '22 now and he's still stationed with the Sea- 
bees in the Philippines. MIKE TRUCKSES '26, who was out there v/ith him 
but v/ho came home a few months ago, got another half stripe to make him 
a lieutenant commander. Also from the Pacific comes post-surrender 
nev/s from PFC. FRANCIS GENDALI. '30--one of our regular correspondents. 

Ho says he*s sv/eating out occupation, but doesn't indicate whether it's 
in Japan or on' one of the stepping stones to that once haughty empire-- 
v/ith a small "e", please. LT. GEORGE LEGG ’37, v/ho was home for six 
months after 16 months in the Pacific, has gone back to the Pacific 
again for temporary duty. CPL. BOB RANKEN »44, v/ho v/as in the Pacific 



but who celebrated V-J Day during a stateside visit in Oklahoma City, 
has gone back to Okinawa once again, travelling by way of Oahu, 
Kwajalein, Guam, and Saipan. 

When BILL SCHMIDT of our V-12 group wrote to us on August 26, he 
and MEL ROTHER were on the USS Bataan with Admiral Halsey’s Fleet off 
the coast of Japan. Before he went in there to see the Japs throw in 
the sponge, there was plenty of action and his carrier was credited 
with'179 planes destroyed on the ground, 194,000 tons of warships sent 
to the bottom, and countless thousands of tons of merchant shipping 
destroyed. The ship’s guns shot nine Jap planes out of the skies and 
planes that flew from the carrier’s deck accounted for 129 planes in 
the air. The boys should have some good stories and we hope we’ll be 
hearing them before too long. 

The last time we gave you a report on PFC. RALPH BAGGER ’45 we 
thought he was in the Navy. Now we know he is on Okinawa--a direct 
transfer from the European theatre. The island, he insists, doesn’t 
look like much to him--but it v/as mighty important and still is. Some¬ 
where in the Pacific LT. HANK BAISTTI and LT. IRVING SNYDER, two of the 
V-12 Marines, spent an evening with their former commanding officer 
here at Muhlenberg, the one and only CAPTAIN MIKE SCELSI. 

Just to complete his Army experiences, PFC. GORDON TREISBACH ’37 
spent a few days in an Army hospital on Okinawa recuperating from an 
infection that developed very suddenly following a slight leg injury. 
LT. BOB HILL V-44, who plans to stay in the Marine Corps, trained for 
18 months as an infantry officer and now, somewhere in the Pacific, is 
learning to be an engineering officer. He gets to see LTS. WELTON 
HEWITT, JIM McCUBBIN, and RAY SINCLAIR, some of the boys of the old 
Marine unit. Still out in the Pacific, keeping busy on his little 
island, MYRON KABO '42 is determined to follow the paths of journalism 
as soon as he can lay his uniform aside. Judging from a postcard that 
came through the other day, LT. CHARLIE TRINKLE ’42 is enjoying the 
Hawaiian Islands once again. The Nip flag LT. ART FIERRO ’44 promised 
us is on the way, according to his last letter. He's still waiting for 
that long anticipated boat ride back home. CHESTER MAKOID, S2/c, V-45 
is aboard the USS Sargent Bay somewhere in the Pacific. 

When we last hoard from BILL NIXON '33, ho v/as aboard ship headed 
for Germany and duty with the UNRRA. Here's the latest dope on LT.COL. 
ROLAND HARTMAN '31, instructor in business on leave and the first 
National Guardsman in the nation to answer his country's call to ser¬ 
vice. He was stationed on Okinawa, received the Bronze Star for out¬ 
standing service, and nearly two weeks ago landed on Korea with the 
Military Government unit of General Hodges' occupation forces. 

That's all for this time except the promotions that Elsie and 
Kitty have listed: AMMl/c JOHN SWEAT LOCK '43; ENSIGN HARRY E. GERHARD 
’45;'SKD2/c CARLOS H. PUIG 'vv; ENSIGN ARCH L. BROWN '44; ENSIGN FRANK 
J. KELLY '44- LIEUTENANT WILMER H. CRESSMAN '42; CORFORAL FREDERIC R. 
ZIMMERMAN ’41; SECOND LIEUTENANT DAVID G. COOPER '44; SERGEANT DONALD 
A. FAUSMAN '36; ENSIGN RAYMOND E. LILLY '44; ENSIGN HENRY A. BERGER 
'47; SECOND LIEUTENANT JOSEPH M. HACKBARTII '44; LIEUTENANT ALLAN L. 

CUTSHALL '41; ENSIGN ULRICH P. HORGER '44; PRIVATE FIRST CLASS HAROLD 
F. ALBERT '48; LIEUTENANT COMMANDER ELMER P. TRUCHSES '26; CAPTAIN 
LUTHER F. GERHART '22; ENSIGN JOHN C. TOBEY '44; ENSIGN SHERMAN ZINGER 
'45; SERGEANT RUSSELL E. KIRK '45; ENSIGN JAMES C. BOWEN '45; EM3/c 
RICHARD G. WAGNER »46; and CORPORAL GEORGE WOODLEY «44. 

Once again--don't forget to lot us know about any address changes 
so that wo can keep up to date on you and so that you can keep up to 
date by getting your mail promptly. This little letter, you know, will 
go on and on until all of you fellows are back to places where it will 
be easier for you to kcop in contact with Muhlenberg and your Muhlen¬ 
berg friends. And, incidentally, don't forgot to write when you get a 
chance . 


Sincerely, 




Gordon B. P'ister 
For the Alumni Office 



